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Bull Bars 
 
Statement 
 
This document provides general guidance and advice on the legislative requirements in Great 
Britain relating to bull bars fitted to vehicles. Every effort has been made to ensure that it is 
factually correct but recipients should check with the producers of this document if they are unsure 
about the validity of a particular regulation after the date of publication or if they have reason to 
believe any part is not correct or is now out of date. 
 
General Requirements 
 
It is not illegal for vehicles to be fitted with bull bars, although the Department would not 
recommend their fitment unless it has been shown, through compliance with specified safety 
standards, that they do not pose an additional risk of injury to pedestrians or other vulnerable road 
users.   
 
There are no plans for legislation to require bull bars that are already fitted to be removed.  
However, since 25 May 2007, it has been an offence for bull bars that have not been approved as 
compliant with those safety standards to be sold. Approved devices will carry an indelible ‘e’ mark 
(example below). 
 

e1  01 1471 
 
Further information 
 
If you require any further information regarding the content of this information sheet, please contact 
the DfT at the address below: 
   
International Vehicle Standards 
Department for Transport 
Zone 1/34, Great Minster House   
33 Horseferry Road, London, SW1P 4DR 
 
Telephone: 020 7944 2091 
Fax: 020 7944 2196 
Email: ivs.enquiries@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
 
NOTE: The information in this document is a summary of the department’s understanding of what 
the law requires. However, ultimately the interpretation of the law is a matter for the courts based 
on individual facts of any particular case.  You are therefore advised to consult the relevant 
legislation and, if necessary, seek independent advice. 
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